School of Oceanography New TA Orientation

Leading Discussions

GOAL

To develop a repertoire of strategies to use in planning, starting, and leading a discussion.

KEY CONCEPTS
· Starting and leading a discussion are among the most challenging teaching techniques, but discussions create unsurpassed learning environments for students.

· A pedagogically successful discussion requires the instructor to be proficient in asking the right kind of question at the right time, listening for more than content, and having a strategy for responding instantaneously.

PROCEDURE
1. Think of discussions in which you have taken part as a student that you thought were purposeful, educational, and therefore successful.  List the characteristics of those discussions as bullets.

2. Now think of discussions in which you have taken part as a student that were unsuccessful.  List the characteristics of those discussions as bullets.

3. Which three characteristics listed above for #1 did you really enjoy as a student?  Which three characteristics listed for #2 did you find the most unpleasant?

4. Now read the tip in bold print at the beginning of each paragraph in the handout of Davis, Chapter 8: "Leading a Discussion."

5. How do the three characteristics from #1 fit into these tips and which tips would have corrected the three characteristics from #2?

6. List the formats in which you think you will be leading discussions as a scientist and a teacher. (Compare your list with the list in a handout.)

7. In small groups, determine the top 7 tips for starting and guiding discussions in the following two formats that you will use as a TA: review sessions and open-ended discussions of scientific content.

8. Each group will be asked to share with the whole class their pick of the top 3 tips for each format.

9. As you review these tips, think how you would react to each as a student.

10. Assignment: In preparation for your discussion practicum, develop a strategy for planning, starting, and leading the discussion.  (Read the handout on Listening and Response.)

ATTACHED READING
Christensen, C.R., 1991.  The discussion teacher in action: Questioning, listening, and response.  In, Christensen, C.R., Garvin, D.A., and Sweet, A. (Eds.), Education for Judgment: The Artistry of Discussion Leadership, Harvard Business School Press, Boston.  (Handout is part of Chapter 9.)

Davis, B.G., 1993. Tools for Teaching.  Jossey-Bass, San Francisco.  Chapters 9, 11 (Handout is Chapter 8.)

