Welcome to the first New TA Orientation in the School of Oceanography,

Reading for the first workshop in the New TA Orientation

The two paradigms, or models, of education go by various names but can be referred to as the Teaching-Centered and the Learning-Centered paradigms.  The, usually implicit, choice of paradigm that an instructor applies in the classroom determines the expression of several characteristics of the teaching/learning experiences in that classroom.  The choice of paradigm applied will affect the instructor's educational goals and assumptions, the instructor's role and responsibilities in the course, the students' role and responsibilities in the course, the classroom environment, the choice of teaching strategies, and even the preparation required to teach.  Therefore, New TAs, as new instructors, should fully understand the benefits of explicitly choosing a paradigm for their teaching and the educational implications of that choice.

Attached is a copy of a paper on the two paradigms that you are requested to read before the meeting on Tuesday.  Please be prepared with answers to the following study questions (It may help you to make notes.):

1.  What are the goals of each of the two paradigms?
2.  How do the different goals of the two paradigms change your responsibilities as teacher?
3.  How do the different goals of the two paradigms change the students' responsibilities?
In the workshop we shall use an active learning format called a “jigsaw.”  The workshop will begin with the participants forming into groups of three, all three of whom have read the same paper.  There will be no need for a lecture.  Each group is expected to discuss the answers to each question and reach a consensus.  Then the groups will re-form into new groups of three, each of the three members of the new group having read a different paper.  The new group will discuss the answers to each question from all three readings and arrive at a consensus.  A spokesperson from each of the new groups will report to the whole class and thus provide us with brief comparisons of the implications for goals and responsibilities of applying either of the two paradigms.

As you can see, everyone will be expected to participate in the discussions from the beginning of the meeting. Therefore, it is imperative that everyone arrive at the workshop having read the assigned paper, reflected on its meaning, and answered the questions. In an active learning class, an unprepared person drags down the process because the level of that person's attempted participation is too shallow or too self-centered to be a contribution. I think you will find that the ideas in any one of these papers will clarify some experiences that you have had as a teacher or as a student and will form a firm foundation for the following workshops.

See you at the Orientation,

Dean McManus

